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Internet, these new modes of com-
munication have a significant role in 
crossing international divides. These 
technologies are connecting the 
world’s population in new and revo-
lutionary ways, across traditional 
borders and boundaries. As a result, 
people are crossing borders every day 
without even leaving home!

Political Borders
Communications technology has 
become a source of political change, as 
citizens orchestrate revolutions through 
the Internet—messaging, texting, and 
tweeting the location of gathering places 
to interested parties and uploading video 
as fast as events happen. It can be par-
ticularly beneficial in the hands of those 
who have few other political resources. 
The usages can range from recruitment 
of participants and mobilization of polit-
ical sympathizers to the late Osama bin 
Laden’s use of a thumb drive to commu-
nicate with al-Qaida operatives. The 
Internet can be used to spread knowl-
edge of how to create destructive weap-
ons, challenging national security. The 
9/11 attacks were coordinated by cell 
phone. Map 3.1 shows global Internet 
usage rates and provides a list of terrorist 
groups who use websites.

This same technology can also be used to prevent change, as those in power 
manipulate it to retain their control. China restricts access to Internet sites and 
monitors usage. The internationally strong search engine Google originally was 
willing to self-censor to accommodate these limitations, but Google and China 
had a falling out in 2010. Google accused the Chinese of hacking into their 
databases and indicated they would no longer put limits on searches. As a result, 
they have lost significant market share to only 2.88 percent, while Chinese com-
petitor, Baidu, has grown significantly to account for 63 percent of China’s 
search market in 2013.42

Hacking has also facilitated a whole new type of terrorism—cyberterrorism—
whereby groups or individuals unlawfully attack and manipulate Internet  
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cyberterrorism
the unlawful attack and 
manipulation of Internet 
information to further a 
personal or group’s gain


